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p_tize in the DEan€tic f i ln categorJ in
th i s  yea r rs  Na t iona l  S tuden t  F l im
Featival. I t  was also recently arralded
aecond prize at the Oberhausen Fi1$
Featlval in Germany.

Perhaps the mjst ireressi../e thing about
eeorge lucas' f i ln is t le etfectiveness
of l t€ stateEent despite the shorE
length (about 15 ninuces), fEX is a
good exanple of a f i ln:maker kno{tns
exactly !rha! he wants ro get and t i len
enploying every cia@alic eleoetr. aE
h is  d i sposa l  - -  cu t t i ng ,  co ryos l t i on ,
c3dera ar€Iea, c:sera Eovee€Et, l ight_
1ng, I luslc,  etc.  -  to achieve iE.

ThLs f l lm is a dt€lat ic portrayal of
the r€ject ion of a coqute. ized, c!e-
huroani.zed \rorld of the future by one of
t t s  i n h € b i t a n t s  ( t h e  r i i l e  c h a r a c E e r r .
I t  i s  s i m p l y  s l r u c t u r e d ,  b e i n g  c e n t e r e d
around nothing oore Ehsn Ehe protag-
o n l s t ' s  e f f o r t s ,  € n d  e v e n l u a 1  s u c c e s s ,
at escape fron this eror ld.  The science
f lct ion treatnent ( i .e, ,  exi lapolat lon
or a col tedporaEy societal  condi l ion)
i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f e c L i y e  h e r e  i n  p r e -
s e n t i n g  a  t r u l y  E r i g l : t e n i n g  v i s i o n  o f' ' fh ings to Come.r '  This is Ehe L,, .De of
f i l n ,  i f  o n e  t s  r e c e p t i . r e )  r U . r  s l e p s
into the oirld €nd to a certaia exlell.
formulates a!! iEudes. / , f ter TI-U(.  vou
j u s t  c a n r t  l o o k  E t  a  c o q u t e r  w t c h  a n
indtf ferent feel ing.

Advanced technclogy dodlnates rhe
lnagery, with coBputers and !V rnonitors
f i l l ing the screen, In this aaze of
nachlnery, the human eleneDt is reduced
to a subgervient aole -  'dhi te-sui ted
att€ndants at the service of iDnurner:able
banks of codpulers or vle\,riBg endless
Tv-moni lored inages. A dehuRanizing
cornposition j.s enployed here - hunan
figures are alDost ahreys seen 1.'ith a
computer franing, and usual ly doElnat ing,
the composit ion, the human hand is
seen here as nothing rnore than sooething
to push buttons. lntercut l r i th these
technology-cluttered images are shot6

of atrong kiaetlc move$ent, detailtng
TE('s f l ight through erdless corr idors
ag he slow1y ascends the levels of the
aubterralead co@lex to the earth's
6u!face.

The soundtiack coqlernelrts the contrast-
ing idagery - the whine and chatter of
cornPuteis,  the electr ic hum of Tv scaeelf

oni tor ing THX's pEogress and the Per-
suadlng volc€s enanating ftonl the Miod
Control center ('tou lcnord ourE i6 the
best way. You lc[ow that,")  co$rrast ing
rnl th the swel l ing chords of organ f i rs ic
used over tbe iloages of fHX ru'lolng,
lending a stref lge sense of le l lg lousneBd
to his f l ight.

Uuch of the cinematLc style displayed
hete ls der ivat lve to be sure but i t  is
an exaqle of lnf luences ne11-ab6orbed -

not styl lst lc af fectat ion but technique
dranat ical ly lntegrat€d into the f11n
Itbat Is predoroinantly on dlspl.ay tn llill
1s a iare sensit iv l ty to the Juxtapoelt-
ion of shots -  part tcui .ar ly shots of
stesis, carrera moveeent and lrovement
el thln th€ frame.

I t 's pretty wel l  koown by nov that Lucas
has sl.gned a cottract with idar$er Brot-
hers to expand tllll lo featute length.
Although Lucas is a opecial  case (he hag
fr iende*),  i !  goes lr i thout saying Ehat
the hope for similar arrangeneDta for
other student filmlakers is ridlng on
the potent ial  success of lucas t  ef forts,
As regards the f i ln i teel f ,  i f  I  knoe
I larner Brothers, they're looking for a
€ci-fi progr.afiErer. Lucas, rrlth tIX, has
the foundatlon for gonething more
a m b i t i o u s .  I t ' 1 1  b e  i n t e r e s l l n g  t o  s e e
who wins oot.

Gary Crowdus

* Luca6 lras asoistant to UCLA graduaEe
Francis Ford coppola o$ the lat terrs
FINIANTS R.{INBotd and ir  was part lal ty
due to Coppolars sponsorship that
tucas' opportunity nith Warner
Brothers caEre about,
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